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The Embassy of Ireland in The Hague is delighted to 
partner with Hamilton Gallery and Pulchri Studio to 
host this collaborative exhibition to mark the start of 
our Presidency of the Council of the European Union 
in the second half of 2026.
 
This collection, made up of over 280 paintings by 
artists across the Netherlands and the island of 
Ireland, illustrates the role of music and culture in 
bringing people together, including as part of the 
emigration and integration process.  Irish communities 
around the world are known to celebrate our 
traditional music and dance, which is a very vibrant 
component of our Irish heritage. Successive waves 
of migrants share this cultural heritage within their 
adopted communities, often blending old and new 
melodies, which results in an ever-evolving process of 
mutual exchange and cultural enrichment.
 
I would particularly like to thank Donegal poet, Moya 
Cannon, for entrusting us with Carrying the Songs 
and its salient themes rooted in empathy and shared 
humanity that served as the inspiration for this 
exhibition.

Ambassador Dr. Ann Derwin 
Embassy of Ireland to the Netherlands

While on a residency in Canada some thirty years ago, 
I read a short story by one of Canada’s greatest writers, 
Alistair McLeod,  and was very moved by his mention 
of a song which I had learnt as a child in Donegal. This 
song had migrated to and fro from Scotland to Ireland 
with seasonal migrant workers and was carried to 
Nova Scotia by Scottish emigrants. It occurred to 
me then that it is very often the poorest immigrants 
who carry the songs and stories with them—possibly 
because they, more than others, need the solace of 
the emotional weather of their birth country to help 
them survive in their new home.  

I thought of other groups of immigrants who carried 
music with them, particularly the African slaves in 
the US whose songs have so hugely informed the 
popular music of our day.  I am deeply honoured by 
the invitation of the Irish Embassy to have my poem 
about song translated, by so many wonderful Irish 
and Dutch artists, into visual art.

Huge thanks are due also to the Hamilton and Pulchri 
galleries who have made this exhibition possible.

Moya Cannon
Poet and Author

Over the last six months, my staff and I have 
experienced this project as a unique and sustaining 
privilege. From the moment Ambassador Derwin 
suggested basing an exhibition on the extraordinarily 
prescient and beautiful Carrying the Songs, through 
our engagement with over 200 artists—each 
uniquely voiced and utterly diverse in response—and 
the cataloguing and organising of these stunning, 
challenging, and sublime works for exhibition, to the 
final placement of the artworks by our colleagues 
here in Pulchri Studio in recent days, each of these 
steps has been an honour to produce.

Our sincere gratitude goes to poet Moya Cannon, 
whose poetry has gathered us all to this place; to 
every artist who submitted work; to Pulchri Studio for 
being a truly wonderful hosting partner; and to the 
Embassy of Ireland in the Netherlands for having the 
vision to create this dynamic and relevant opportunity 
for artistic and cultural exchange in visual art between 
the Netherlands and Ireland.

Martina Hamilton
Director, Hamilton Gallery 

Pulchri Studio is honoured to host Carrying the Songs 
in The Hague, in collaboration with the Embassy of 
Ireland in the Netherlands and Hamilton Gallery. As an 
artists’ association with a long history of connecting 
artists, audiences and ideas, Pulchri Studio values 
projects that create space for cultural exchange, 
dialogue and shared inspiration.

This exhibition brings together artists from Ireland 
and the Netherlands through the universal language 
of music, memory and visual art. It is the second time 
that Pulchri Studio has had the pleasure of working 
together with the Embassy of Ireland and Hamilton 
Gallery. We look back on the previous collaboration 
with great appreciation: it was a wonderful experience, 
marked by a warm atmosphere, mutual trust and a 
shared enjoyment of working together. This renewed 
collaboration has once again been experienced as 
open, inspiring and meaningful, and reflects the 
importance of cultural partnerships in bringing people 
together across borders.

We are grateful to everyone involved in bringing 
this exhibition together: the Poet, artists, partners, 
organisers and all those who contributed to this 
meaningful collaboration. We warmly welcome visitors 
to experience the works and the shared stories they 
carry.

Ed van der Kooy
Chairman, Pulchri Studio
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Barbara Allen
Farewell to the Rosses

Farewell to Mayo

Christopher Banahan
Immigrant Humming 
Songs of Home

Songs Floating from a 
Coffin Ship

Elsbeth Bauer
Waves Carry What 
We Cannot I

Waves Carry What 
We Cannot II

Louis Blondiau
The Migrants

Carrying the Songs
for Tríona 

and Mairéad Ní Dhomhnaill

Those in power write the history, 
those who suffer write the songs

Frank Harte

It was always those with little else to carry
who carried the songs
to Babylon,
to the Mississippi -
some of these last possessed less than nothing
did not own their own bodies
yet, three centuries later,
deep rhythms from Africa,
stowed in their hearts, their bones,
carry the world’s songs.

For those who left my county,
girls from Downings and the Rosses
who followed herring boats north to Shetland
gutting the sea’s silver as they went
or boys from Ranafast who took the Derry boat,
who slept over a rope in a bothy,
songs were their souls’ currency
the pure metal of their hearts,

to be exchanged for other gold,
other songs which rang out true and bright
when flung down
upon the deal boards of their days.

Moya Cannon

Carryng the Songs reproduced with the kind permission of 
Carcanet Press



Suzanne Bo
Hard To Escape I 

Hard To Escape II

Vivienne Bogan 
Mála Amhrán The Song Bag

Mála Séis The Melody Bag

Alex Bras
Sailing through Songs 

The wings of Moher 

Lynda Bremner 
Songlines

Maeve Brennan
Never Give Up

Marie-Hélène 
Brohan Delhaye 
A Thread Runs Through

Gaby Browett
The Perfect Accompaniment

Betty Brown
Builder, Sailor or Trouble 

Drum Left on the Harbour

Barbara Browne
I Dream of Home ~ 
The Herring Girl 

Songs My Grandmother Sang 



Geraldine Bruce 
Girls from the Rosses

True and Bright

Veronica Buchanan
Carrying the Songs

Mary Burke
The Sea’s Silver

Breda Burns
Silver Shadows

Catherine Byrne
Carrying the songs, little else

Anne Callanan
The Remains

Cathy Carman
‘Who carried the song’ 

Nicole Carvajal
On the eve of 

Barra Cassidy
Carrying The Tunes 

Jonathan Cassidy
Donegal Girl Singing

Marie Caulfield
Their Bones Carry the 
World’s songs

Jane Chin-A-Fo
Between Shores

What Stone Remembers

Adriana Cicic 
Hope

Yvonne Claffey
Chains of Rhythm

Ocean of Sounds



Olwyn Colgan
‘A Vessel of Songs’ 

‘Where The Songs Lived’

Giulia Coli 
Cotton Bog Blues

Sea Silver

Finn Conlon 
Seaweed Carry Hearts 

Aideen Connolly 
Those that Left

Dearbhail Connon
Carrying the songs 

Dearbhail Connon
Who followed the herring 
boats north to Shetland

Pauline Conroy
Andante
Gutting the Silver

Shirley Copperwhite
‘Woven’

Lisa Crehan
Nocturne vigil 

Frances Crowe
Threading Sea

Jennifer Cunningham
’Bothy songs were their 
souls currency’ 

Sara Cunningham-Bell 
’Carry the Song’

Lenka Davidikova
Melodies
The song of leaving my land



Orla de Brí
A Mother’s Arms 

Jacobien de Korte
Carrying the Songs 1 

Carrying the Songs 2

Maarten Demmink
Carrying the Songs

Antoinet Deurloo 
Untitled

Miriam Doran
Metal of Their Hearts

Mags Duffy 
Remembered songs in the 
Delta. Night singing

Marie Louise Elshout
Girl#13

Ellen Endhoven
Thar lear I

Thar lear II

Una Fagan
Golden Storm

Mary Fahy 
Ag Seasamh ar mo Shláinte

Eileen Fair 
Farlins, Futtles and Folk Songs

Catherine Fanning
The Water Remembers

Mary Fanning
No Way Back

Sound Waves

Mary Fitzgerald
A Song with Bubble II



Mary Fitzgerald
Tunes heard in a Night 
Garden

Niamh Flanagan
Lost cloud At sea

Derval Freeman
Tide Held

Brian Gallagher
Carrying the Songs

Betty Gannon
Deep Rhythms 1

Deep Rhythms 2

Pauline Garavan 
Song at Mingulay

Maria Gasol 
My Roots, My Voice

Medbh Gillard
Farewell Picadilly

Janet Graham
Girls from Downings 
and the Rosses

Tony Gunning
Ardsbeg Boreen

Katherine Halford Greene
Songs on the wind

Claire Halpin
Carrying the Songs

David Hamilton
Heritage



Martina Hamilton
...exchanged for other gold

Ai Hashimoto 
Form is emptiness, 
emptiness is form

Pien Hazenberg
Echoes (study)

Hanny Heetman
Carrying the Songs

Violet Heffernan
Reduction (30) 

Judith Heinsohn 
On the Run I

On the Run II

Maree Hensey
Abjure

Baythal Drift

Willie Heron
The Silver and the Gold 

Alicky Hess
The World’s Songs

Stephanie Hess
North to Shetland

Eric Hirdes
For Those Who Left  

The silver sea



Ana Hryniewicz
Lakeland

Where the Song goes

Caroline Hughes
Watching the last boat

Gerard Huysman
Strand

Wolkenlucht

Anja Jager 
Destination Unknown

Myra Jago 
Harmonious 
(...slept over a rope)

Saad Jasim
A rope in a shabby shack

Departure is not by the 
will of the soul 

Rebecca Jobson 
Did not own their own bodies

Orla Kaminska
Reed Song

Janet Keith 
My Song Cut Stone from 
Ulster to Utah

My Song Made Flowers 
Grow In the Desert 

Alicia Kelly Dempsey 
Souls Adrift

Josephine Kelly
Leenan, a Song of Home

Genevieve King 
Where Land Lets Go

Marko Klomp
La Amistad 



Dorothee Kolle
Musical Journey

Karien Kortenhorst
Venster, Window

Dana LaMonda
To Carry

Barbara Lee
Anthem Landscapes
Other Gold

Ray Lonergan
Hear us calling 

Jacqueline Louter
Poem for a Jug

Dave Madigan
Carrying the songs overseas

Eadain Madigan
Carrying Their Songs

Singing With the Selkies

Josephine Mannion
Dispossessed. We Walk to 
the Rhythm of our Songs 
which Speak of our History

We have nothing to carry

Susan Mannion
Pilgrim

Pilgrims



Jackie Marren 
’Gutting the seas silver as 
they went’

Deep rhythms from Africa 

Tessa Marsden
Rosses

Seas silver

Rachel Martin
Dóibh Siúd Gan Spúnóg Airgid

Seo Mo Leaba 

Rebecca Massey
Over a Rope in a Bothy

Bernie Masterson
Boats - Carrying the Songs

Mary McCaffrey
Carrying the Songs

Eilish McCann 
Carry Me Home

Mission Song

Shauna McCann
Flow

Jane McCloskey 
Girls from Downings 
and the Rosses who 
followed herring boats

It was always those 
with little else to carry 
who carried the songs



Paul McCloskey
Exotic Rhythms 

Songs From The Landscape 

Ann McGuinness
‘The Homes Of Donegal’

Hello Melbourne!

Rosie McGurran 
Carrying the Songs

Nicole McKenna 
Flagged

Not There

Margo McNulty
Forest

Fragments

Hannah Mooney
Three Herring 

Trudie Mooney
The Fiddler’s Frolic

Eamonn Mularkey 
Blue Passage

Red Passage

Ann Murphy
The Sea’s Silver

Jay Murphy
Faraway

Jane Murtagh
Babylonian Notations



Geetha Nair
What Travels with us

Fathel Neema
A Song for Her 1

A Song for Her 2

Louise Neiland 
Áit eile

Hazel Neill
A Song in the Night

Peter Neill
Leaving my County

Step down into the Sun’s Heart

Louise Newman
The Song of The Oyster Catcher

Petra Nicole
Abandoned

Maria Noonan-McDermott
Notes from the Shore

Gerri O’Brien  
Sing Two 

Seamus O’Byrne
Deep rhythms from Africa

It was always those with 
little else to carry who 
carried the songs 

Trisha O Callaghan
Keep the flame burning-
(Portrait of Clare Sands) 

Helen O’Connell
As above, so below Diptych I

As above, so below Diptych II 

Carol O’Connor
The Scotch Boat, 
Derry - Glasgow



Clare O Connor
Silver Exchanged For Gold

Soul’s Currency 

Martina O’Connor
Driving The Song

The Bones Of The Song 

Aileen O’Donnell
Gutting the seas silver 1

Gutting the seas silver 2

Sorca O’Farrell
True and Bright 

Aine O’Gara
’For those who left my county’

‘Gutting the sea’s silver as 
they went’

Marie O’Gara
Carrying Songs to Africa

Marie O’Gara
Other Songs that Rang out 
True and Bright

Noreen O’Hanlon 
Báidín Fheilimí

Dúlamán 

Olivia O’Keeffe  
Melodies Floating 
on the Wind

Cormac O’Leary 
Soul Song I

Soul Song II

Patricia O’Malley
‘The World And Two 
Bodhrán Skins’

Paula O’Riordan
They Brought the Music 
with Them 

Caitriona Osborne
The moon sings the 
sea’s silver



Oonagh O Toole
The sea’s silver 

Pat Owen 
Traveller

Elaine Parsons
Dúchas

Arjo Passchier
Carrying the Songs nr. 1

Carrying the Songs nr. 2

Janet Pierce
Portals of song I

Portals of Song II

Sarah Porter
Factory Girls Share Comic 
Songs to Pass the Time

Fiona Power
Following the Herring Boats

Gutting the Sea’s Silver

Deirdre Quigley 
Fiddler

Singers

Marguerite Quinlan 
Carrying the Songs

Walter Rast
Gutting the Sea’s Silver

The Pure Metal of their Hearts

Maddy Rentenaar
Memories I

Memories II



Eleanor Roche
Rising

Catherine Rock
Free Soul 1

Free Soul 2

Mary Rohan
Deep Rhythms from Africa

Clifton Rooney
Empty Nest

Goodbye again, but take me 
with you

Keelin Rothwell
Following the Herring Boats

The Sea’s Silver

Frances Ryan
Crossing I

Crossing II

Karena Ryan
For those who left my county, 
girls from Downings and the 
Rosses (1 &2)

Ilona Senghore
Goodbye! Irish boys on their 
way to Scotland

The Derry Boat. Irish boys on 
their way to Scotland 

Marian Shally
They carried the songs

Angie Shanahan
Carrying the Songs

Paula Jane Shuter 
’I Don’t Know Whether I’m 
Coming or Going’



Annette Smyth
Smythfield

Mary St. Leger
Song Boat I

Song Boat II

Annemarie Stanley
’gutting the sea’s silver as 
they went’

‘the pure metal of their hearts’

Joan Staveley
Carrying the Songs

Natalia Schoutsen 
Stefanova
Het dorpje

Natalia Schoutsen 
Stefanova
Het Lot

Alrik Stelling 
Same Old Songs

Eddy Stikkelorum
For Those Who Left

Benita Stoney
Deep rhythms stowed

Derval Symes
Bothy 1
Bothy 2

Mavis Thomson 
Song Book - Mississippi 
Memories I

Sharon Tuohy 
Songs journey to the light

Petar Tuškan
In This World Where We 
Forget and Say Nothing (I & II)



Marijke Uittenbroek
To Babylon

Sandra van Beurden 
The Fire Inside Keeps Singing

Antoinette van de Wal 
Sea’s silver 1

Sea’s silver 2 

Fenny van de Wal -
Timmerman
Carrying the Songs 1

Carrying the Songs 2

Rikki Louise van den Berg
The Long Tide of Voices I

The Long Tide of Voices II

Mariska van den Enden
Dreams 1

Dreams 2

Marus van der Made 
Blauw zilver Shetland 1

Groen zilver Shetland 2

Marjolein van Haasteren
Amhrán na Mara l

Amhrán na Mara lI

Ad van Riel 
Song for the land 

Song for the sea

Astrid van Rijn 
Carrying the Songs I 

Carrying the Songs II

Marijke Verhoef
Carrying the Songs 1 

Carrying the Songs 2



Wilma Vissers
Carrying the Songs 1 

Carrying the Songs 2

Carina Wagenaar
Resonance

Ilja Walraven
CTS1

CTS2

Lorraine Walsh
Breakers

Valerie Walsh Jolley
Only the song remains 
the same

Cecile Welten 
Chasing the Song

Herring girls, the forgotten 
songs

Judith Werdmuller von Elgg  
I carry you

Lorraine Whelan
I imagined the island’s location

We could only get there via 
a small boat

Helen Woods 
Beyond

Beyond the Inlet

Yumiko Yoneda 
Carrying Dreams

Rumiana Yotova
Departure Without Farewell

Strange Place
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